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MEDIA STATEMENT  

 

THE REGULATOR TO STUDY THE COURT JUDGMENT REGARDING THE PUBLISHING 

OF MATRIC RESULTS 

 

12 DECEMBER 2025  

 

The Information Regulator (Regulator) notes the decision by the full bench of the Pretoria High 

Court to set aside the Regulator’s Enforcement Notice and the Infringement Notice, carrying 

a fine of R5 million, that it had issued in late 2024 against the Department of Basic Education 

(DBE) following the their failure to comply with the Regulator’s directive on the matter of the 

publication of matric results in the newspapers. 

 

Naturally, the Regulator is disappointed that the Court’s judgment was not in its favour.  

 

The Regulator has previously expressed the importance of judicial processes that may help 

to illuminate certain aspects of POPIA, particularly on the issue of the obligations of 

responsible parties in complying with the orders of the Regulator and in protecting personal 

information that they hold about data subjects, such as the matriculants in this case.  

 

We will study the judgment in order to determine the next course of action. Further 

announcements will be made in due course. 

 

For all media enquiries contact Nomzamo Zondi on 078 674 2598 / 

nzondi@inforegulator.org.za   

 

ISSUED BY THE INFORMATION REGULATOR OF SOUTH AFRICA. 
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