COL soumi arricy)
A 4

Ensuring protection of your personal information
and effective access to information

MEDIA STATEMENT

THE REGULATOR FILES AN APPLICATION TO APPEAL THE JUDGMENT REGARDING
THE PUBLISHING OF MATRIC RESULTS

31 December 2025

The Information Regulator (Regulator) has decided to apply for Leave to Appeal following the
decision by the full bench of the Pretoria High Court to set aside the Regulator's Enforcement
Notice and the Infringement Notice, which was issued to the Department of Basic Education
(DBE) in 2024. The Leave to Appeal is a formal request to the High Court for permission to

appeal a lower court's decision.

The Regulator studied the judgment and thus filed an appeal, which has the effect of
suspending the execution of the orders that are the subject of the appeal, pending the final
determination of the application and any subsequent appeals. The Regulator has sent
correspondence to DBE, outlining the impact of the application for Leave to Appeal. The
application for Leave to Appeal makes the Enforcement Notice and Infringement Notices
enforceable, which still prohibits DBE from publishing the matric results in the newspapers.
DBE must comply with the Enforcement Notice unless it obtains an order granting it leave to

execute the judgment pending the final determination of the appeal.

The Regulator stands firm in its position that the importance of judicial processes may help
illuminate certain aspects of POPIA, particularly in relation to the obligations of responsible
parties, such as DBE, in complying with the Regulator's orders and in protecting personal

information that they hold about data subjects.

For all media enquiries contact Nomzamo Zondi on 078 674 2598 |/

nzondi@inforequlator.org.za
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